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Youth Baseball/Softball ‘cares

By Deborah Rose

Carl Profita has fond
memories of playing
baseball in his hometown
of New Milford.

Today, his four sons,
aged 4, 11, 14 and 15, are
following in his footsteps
through their participa-
tion in the New Milford
Youth Baseball/Softball
organization.

“It’s an activity for
kids to do,” said Profita,
president of the group.
“Baseball is America’s fa-
vorite pastime. We make
sure the program is run
right.”

Profita, who has been
on the board of direc-
tors for six years, praised
fellow board members
for their dedication and
commitment to the orga-
nization.

“They do it because
they love it, so the kids
have something to do,”
Profita said of the board
of directors’ involve-
ment.

Registration is cur-
rently underway for the
season that is sched-
uled to open April 26. A
spring clinic is planned
April 5.

The organization has
been around for decades
and has served thou-
sands of children over
the years, evolving from
the former Little League
program which started in
town in the early 1950s.

Today, it attracts about
800 players, including
some 550 boys and 250
girls.

The groups’s programs
include T-ball for youths
aged 4-5 and 5-6; rookie
for those aged 7-8; Single
A for aged 8-9; Double
A for aged 10 (and some
11); Triple A for aged 11-
12; and Babe Ruth for
those aged 13 and older.

Softball programs,
including T-softball, is
available for girls aged 4

Fundraisers

By Deborah Rose

The New Milford Youth
Baseball/Softball is a huge
program serving nearly
800 youths.

To support the pro-
gram, several fundraisers
are held throughout the
year to keep the league up
and running.

An annual comedy
night draws approximate-
ly 450 patrons and raises

Business Quarterly
about players’

and older.

Profita said each age
group averages 10 teams,
with about 12 to 14 chil-
dren per team.

The organization’s
travel program also is
popular, drawing nearly
300 players out of the
800 enrolled in base-
baseball/softball.

Almost one-third of
the children who play
on a team in the regular
season eventually play in
the travel program, Prof-
ita said.

Rookie and Single A
groups draw the most
number of participants.

Last year, the league’s
team of 12-year-olds, the
Thunder, were nation-
al runnersup in the Cal
Ripken tournament.

“They had a great
run. ... They were a very
successful team,” said
Profita, who noted the
Thunder won the New
England regional tourna-
ment.

Craig Beyer’s son,
Sawyer, 8, has been in-
volved with the organiza-
tion for five years.

“Not being a native to
the area, NMYBSB has
been a great way for us
to meet others and be-
come a part of the com-
munity,” Beyer said.

“We have been very im-
pressed with the sense

of family in the league
and the dedication by the
coaches.

“I feel the league cares
about the development of
players of all abilities.”

Coaches and volun-
teers are gearing up for
opening day.

The April 5 clinic is set
from noon to 5:30 p.m.
for players who want to
enhance their skills.

The clinic is run by
the organization’s travel
coaches who “know the
game inside and out,”
Profita said.

“They work on skills

about $17,000.

This year, comedians
Johnny Lampert, Andy
Pitz and Sherry Davey
will take center stage Sat-
urday, March 8, from 7 to
10:30 p.m. at the Connect-
icut Sports Arena along
Still River Drive.

Offerings will include
a buffet dinner, raffles,

a silent auction and live
music.

Tickets are $35 for gen-

NORM CUMMINGS/SPECTRUM

Coach Bob Gillette offers batting tips to T-ball hopeful
Anthony Mascolo as New Milford Youth Baseball/Softball
gets its 2013 season going in April at the New Milford
Farms fields complex along Boardman Road in New

Milford.

— hitting, pitching,
fielding,” he said. “The
coaches teach the kids
how to do it the right
way.”

Coaches play an im-
portant role in the
league, and the group
takes pride in its coach-
es. They conduct screen-
ings, interviews and, as

eral admission and $45
for VIP seating.

Tickets may be pur-
chased at www.nmybbsb.
webconnex.com/comedy-
night2014.

In addition, registra-
tion fees, a percentage of
picture day sales, snack
bar sales, spring clinic
fees and sponsorships for
teams, dugouts and ban-
ner on fences raise funds
for the league.

part of the Cal Ripken
Babe Ruth league, do
background checks.

At least one or two of
the board of directors
know potential coaches
personally, Profita said.

“The board is awe-
some. I couldn’t do it
without them,” he said,
praising the 17 members.

help keep youth baseball/softball going

A good portion of the
organization’s expenses
are related to fields and
their maintenance.

Games are played on
the fields owned by New
Milford Farms along
Boardman Road.

The organization takes
out a one-year lease on
the fields and then over-
sees their maintenance,
which includes mowing,
prepping, lining and other

Save the dates for these chamber events

March 20: Business Scene
informal networking opportu-
nity for business people, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Co-sponsored by the
Greater New Milford Business
Association and LoStocco
Refuse Services at 1st & 10
Sports Bar, 507 Danbury Road
(Route 7), New Milford.

March 25: “Solving the Puzzle:
Answers for You and Your
Aging Parent” panel discus-
sion, 6-7:30 p.m. Co-sponsored
by Chamber and Senior Care
Resources Group at railroad
station, Railroad Street, New

Milford. To RSVP, call the
Chamber by March 24 at 860-
354-6080 or email nmcc@
newmilford-chamber.com.

April 1: Board of directors
meeting, 8 a.m. Railroad
station, Railroad Street, New
Milford.

April 3: “Target Marketing”
Lunch & Learn seminar,
noon-1:30 p.m. At the railroad
station, Railroad Street, New
Milford. Lunch provided. For
more information and RSVP,
call the Chamber at 860-354-
6080 or email nmcc@newmil-

ford-chamber.com by March 31.

April 17: Business Scene
informal networking opportu-
nity for business people, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Co-sponsored by San-
P Homes Inc. and Reis Learning
Center at Tivoli Restaurant, 7
Main St., New Milford.

April 22: Breakfast Networking
Scene for Chamber members
only, 8-9 a.m. Railroad station,
Railroad Street, New Milford.
For more information and RSVP,
call the Chamber by April 18 at
860-354-6080 or email nmcc@
newmilford-chamber.com.

May 1: Chamber music perfor-
mance, 5-7 p.m. At the Merryall
Center for the Arts, Chapel Hill
Road, New Milford. Includes
cocktails and appetizers and
music by Hank Mulligan. Free.

May 6: Board of directors
meeting, 8 a.m. Railroad
station, Railroad Street in New
Milford. The railroad station is
located at 11 Railroad St. in New
Milford. For more informa-
tion, call 860-354-6080, email
nmcc@newmilford-chamber.
com or visit www.newmilford-
chamber.com.
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Caralyn Anderson, of the U-8 girls’ softball Penguins
serves up a pitch as New Milford Youth Baseball/Softball
gets its 2013 season underway April 27 at the New

Milford Farms fields complex.

“We make a good experi-
ence for everyone as pos-
sible.”

Beyer said his son’s
most “memorable and
rewarding experiences
was last year’s inaugural
8-year travel team and
their statewide Friend-
ship League champion-
ship.”

The Gusta family has
made memories through
youth baseball/softball,
too.

Starr and P.J. Gusta’s
children, Skyler, 11, and,
Lucas, 9, have been in-
volved with the league
for the past five years,
with each of the kids
starting with T-ball and
continuing on.

In addition, P.J. is a
coach.

Starr Gusta said the
league has been an asset
for her family.

“It’s really good,” she
said. The kids “have

tasks.

“It’s a huge expense
to keep the fields in
shape,” said Carl Profita,
president of youth base-
ball/softball. “It’s prob-
ably close to $40,000 for
maintenance of the fields,
plus $25,000 for um-
pires.”

made friends that we
didn’t know and, for me
personally, I got into en-
joying the sport.”

She said the league
evokes a sense of family
and community, as evi-
dent by the friendships
they have made, and the
shared picnics and play
dates.

An in-person registra-
tion will be held next Fri-
day, March 14, from 6 to
8 p.m. at Schaghticoke
Middle School on Hipp
Road in New Milford.

People who sign up by
that date would avoid a
late fee.

A birth certificate is re-
quired for all new players.

For more information and
registration, visit www.
nmybbsb.com or email

the registrar at registra-
tions@nmybbsb.com. The
league is also on Face-
book.

When the season
opens in just more than
a month, there will be a
new field, Little A, locat-
ed in the former grassy
parking area next to Field
A.

Parking will now all
be in the lot across the
street, Profita said.

Member:
New Milford &
Kent Chambers

of Commerce

Over 30 Years Experience

RIDGE
BODY SHO

Body
&/Frame)Repair}

Your Satisfaction is our #1 Priority!
Specializing in Major Collision & Frame Repairs

Our many referrals and repeat customers have given us a reputation
that we are proud of.
Complete Assistance with claims set up and rental set up.
We will work with you AND your insurance to get you back on the road!

FREE ESTIMATES
I-Car Certified e Guaranteed Repairs

Folowuson: | Kostas & Anna Koulouris
Facebook
G0 27810 577
235 Kent Road (Route 7), Kent, CT 06757
www.bullsbridgebodyshop.com

BULLS B

INSURANCE

Established 1931

Home ¢ Auto e Life
Bonds ¢ Commercial
Employee Benefits

Housatonic Valley Insurance Agency, Inc.

6 Main Street  New Milford, CT 06776

Tel. 860-354-5551 » Fax 860-355-8453
hvi@hvinsurance.com
Established 1931
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Our Name Says It All...

PAYROLL

Eliminate payday hassles

46 North Main Street ® PO Box 476 e Kent, CT

860-927-3882
www.payrollease.com

info@payrollease.com

Ease:

THE LAW OFFICE OF
KATHERINE WEBSTER-O’KEEFE

Helping clients protect legal interests in
real estate transactions since 1983.

* Residential real estate purchases

¢ Refinances of mortgages
e Commercial real estate transactions

and sales

e il

Katherine Webster-O’Keefe

Also providing divorce mediation
as a thorough and cost effective
alternative to the adversarial

divorce process.

The Law

Office of

Katherine Webster-O’Keefe, LLC

860-350-5009 ® 72 Park Lane Road
P.O. Box 1747 — New Milford, CT 06776

www.websterokeefelaw.com
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